
Come learn about the Geysers and geothermal 

resources at this month's  

IMA dinner meeting. Our speaker will be Jim 

Horne, who will discuss  

the history of the Geysers 

and the current state of the 

Geysers  

subsequent to Calpine 

Corporation's emergence 

from Chapter 11  

bankruptcy. Mr. Horne will 

also address the project 

with the City of  

Santa Rosa to expand the 

geothermal resources at the 

Geysers by  

utilizing wastewater. 

 

Jim is currently the Director of Business Support 

Services at Calpine  

Corporation at the Geysers and has been 

involved in the geothermal  

business and the Geysers field operations since 

1984. Mr. Horne  

entered the geothermal business with Santa Fe 

International  

Corporation's Santa Fe 

Minerals division where he 

spent 15 years as  

an engineering supervisor. He 

joined Calpine in March 2000 

as  

Geothermal Region Director of 

Business Services. Before 

joining  

Calpine Mr. Horne was a 

Business Management Director 

with Florida  

Power and Light for three years, during their 

ownership of the  

Calistoga Power Plant at the Geysers. We look 
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Itôs becoming more and more difficult 

for employees to keep up with the daily crush of 

e-mail messages blitzing their inboxes. In fact, 

according to a recent study,  

ñe-mail stressò is prevalent in todayôs 

workplace. Researchers at the University of 

Glasgow and Paisley University in Scotland 

found that more than one-third (34 percent) of 

workers feel stressed by the amount of e-mails 

they receive and their obligation to respond in a 

timely manner. To keep up with the flood of 

messages, some study participants checked their 

e-mail up to 40 times an hour. This, of course, 

hinders productivity instead of promoting it. 

Following are tips that you and your team 

members can use to tame the e-mail beast: 

 Get organized. Go through your inbox 

(Continued on page 5ðE-mail Beast) 
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      MONTHLY  

BOARD MEETING  
 5:30 pm at Empire College,  

First Floor Conference Room 

Santa Rosa CA 

Contact Richard Maas (707) 570-4227 

 
The California Society of CPAôs  

presentsé 
 

THE SANTA ROSA  
DISCUSSION GROUP 

On Tax Break Feb. 1 - April 15  
7:15 am at Vineyard Creek Hyatt in Santa Rosa 

  
Contact Charlie Mayfield at (707) 575-1037 for 

reservations and information 

  MONTHLY  

DINNER MEETING  
For more information  

see front page & page 5. 
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CMA/CFM REVIEW & STUDY GROUP  
 

For more information, please contact: 

Richard Maas at (707) 570-4227 

rmaas@discoveryofficesystems.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

See Back Page 

for Details 

4.0 Hours of 

CPE 

Plant Tour 

Contact Debi Coish 
  with ideas/suggestions 
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Presidentôs Message - April 2008 

$1,700 in Scholarships!  Is that a record?!  It was a lively, lovely evening the 20th of March at 

Legends.  Of the 16 students in attendance, 7 walked away with a cool $1700 between them.  

Our scholarships were awarded as follows: 

 

$500 - Acela Martinez, Empire College 

 

$300 - Kassonadra Bass, Empire College 

$300 - Melissa Weinger, SSU 

 

$200 - Rebecca Davis, SRJC 

$200 - Kyle Corbelli, SRJC 

 

$100 - Adrea Borges, SSU 

$100 - Genna Federighi, SRJC 

 

As if that wasnôt enough excitement, our speaker, Hazel Whiteoak, Director of the Volunteer 

Center, opened up a whole new world of volunteer opportunities to us.  I never realized how 

flexible a volunteer commitment could be.  No matter how little time one has, or how narrow 

their skill set, thereôs an opportunity out there suited just for them. 

We know the benefit of volunteer work on oneôs resume, and of course, itôs the right thing to 

do, but the BEST reason is that itôs fun!  There are numerous studies being published these 

days that underscore the same finding:  People who give of themselves are the happiest.  Help-

ing someone out gives the giver a wash of good feelings ï better than drugs! 

 

CALPINE  

(The Geysers) 
 

Our April Dinner Meeting will be held at LEGENDS, on the Bennett Valley Golf Course.  Our 

speaker will be Jim Horne, Dir. of Business Support Services.  Jim has been involved with the 

geothermal business since 1984, arriving at the Geysers in 1997.  Heôs seen a lot since then!  

Jim will give us the real scoop behind the Enron fiasco, the Chapter 11 Bankruptcy and emer-

gence there from, and what the future holds for dear old geysers. 

 

We will be meeting at Legends once again.  Everybody gave it a resounding thumbs-up last 

month, so come out and enjoy our beautiful new venue! 

 

Debi Coish 

President,  

Redwood Empire Chapter 
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 February Board Meeting Highlights 
forward to welcoming Jim to our April dinner meeting.  

In April, our meeting place will be the same as it was for our 

March  

meeting: 

LEGENDS 

in GALVIN COMMUNITY PARK  

at the Bennett Valley Golf Course 

3330 Bennett Valley Road at Yulupa 

 

Join us at Legends on April 17! Come check out this new 

restaurant,  

and let us know how you like it.  
PLEASE NOTE:  

We recognize that people's schedules can change at the 

last minute, making it difficult to cancel their 

reservation.  If for some reason you are unable to attend 

after you have reserved your space, you must cancel 

your reservation before end of day, Monday, April 

14.  If you must cancel after the deadline, you will be 

responsible for the payment of your meal.   

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our April dinner 

meeting.  

(Dinner Meeting-Continued from page 1) Do We Have Your Correct 

Email Address? 

 

Email is the most effective tool we have for commu-

nicating with members. If you havenôt been hearing 

from us, we may have a bad or obsolete address for 

you. Please see page 8 for information on updating 

your contact information. You can also email Rich-

ard Maas at rmaas@discoveryofficesystems.com. 

 

When you join the IMA through the national web 

site at imanet.org, you are assigned to the chapter 

geographically closest to where you are. We get 

monthly reports from the national organization about 

new members and make sure they are part of our 

distribution list for meetings and announcements.  

 

And donôt forget to check our website at http://

redwoodempire.imanet.org for the latest news and 

information about chapter events, employment ads, 

and more. 



Confirm tour reservation AND dinner selection 

Deadline:  April 14 (10 A.M.) 

Contact: Lori Rodrigues  

(707) 579-8572  

Lori@sonic.net 

Dinner Meeting Details  
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Secret Handshake 

Each month a secret member 
will be chosen at the dinner 

meeting. 

Bring a Guest = Extra Raffle Tickets 

Each member that brings a guest will receive extra 

raffle tickets!!! 

 
LEGENDS in GALVIN COMMUNITY PARK  

(at the Bennett Valley Golf Course, 3330 Bennett Valley Road 
at Yulupa in Santa Rosa 

Dinner Selection 

(This is the March menu: the April menu is not yet available.) 

All dinners include fresh bread & butter, coffee and select herbal teas.   

Fresh salad will be available.  Vegetarian entrée: Vegetarian Ravioli  

Non-vegetarian entrée: Grilled Chicken Breast  

Dessert: Chocolate Mousse Torte with raspberry coulis  

Time 

Social Hour at 5:30pm 

Dinner at 6:30pm 

Festivities at 7:30pm 

Price for Dinner 

Members/guests w/ RSVP $31 

Without RSVP $35 

Students $25 w/ RSVP 

No-Host 

Bar 

on a weekly basis and delete unnecessary 

messages and file the important ones in an 

appropriate folder. Creating a well-

organized archival system, along with 

including on-topic subject lines whenever 

you compose a new e-mail, will help you 

locate messages easily at a later date. 

Use the right medium. Get out of 

the trap of using e-mail as your default 

mode of communication. E-mail is great 

for quick, back-and-forth discussions that 

donôt require lengthy explanations. But if a 

conversation is likely to be in-depth or 

highly sensitive, save yourself some typing 

time by picking up the phone or stopping 

by the would-be recipientôs desk.  

Create a second e-mail account. 

While a series of forwarded jokes from 

your old college roommate might add 

some levity to your day, this type of 

correspondence doesnôt help you manage 

an overflowing inbox. Ask friends and 

family members to send messages to a 

personal account. 

 Practice good e-etiquette. 

Regularly clogging other peopleôs inboxes 

with unnecessary messages is poor form. 

Be judicious when using the ñreply allò 

function and think carefully before copying 

a dozen team members on an ñFYIò 

message that only applies to one or two of 

them. Moreover, set a good example by not 

writing (or checking) e-mail during 

meetings. 

Accountemps is the worldôs 

first and largest temporary staffing 

service specializing in the 

placement of accounting, finance 

and bookkeeping professionals. The 

company has more than 360 offices 

worldwide, and offers online job 

search services at 

www.accountemps.com. 

 

Jenny Ponce 

Staffing Manager 

Accountemps 

707-578-3355 . 

(E-mail BeastðContinued from page 1) 

Taming the E-mail Beast 


